
MPA SKYLINER
MOUNT PISGAH ACADEMY NEWSLETTER 2021-2022      SPECIAL EDITION

CONTENT SUMMARY

Asheville, North Carolina 2

Dillingham, Alaska           2, 6

Dominican Republic  3

Key West, Florida  4

Mexico            4, 6

Kenya, Africa   5

Enrollment Information 6

CONNECT WITH US
Mount Pisgah Academy 
Bulletin Board

@mtpisgahacademy

@mtpisgahacademy

Mount Pisgah Academy

828.667.2535

75 Academy Drive
Candler, NC 28715

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
By Remy Guenin

One of the highlights of attending Mount Pisgah Academy is our school wide mission 
trips! Although we normally offer a mission trip on a yearly basis, that some of our 
students and staff members have the opportunity to go on, our school wide mission 
trips are truly something special!  Every four years all of the students attending MPA 
and the staff members participate in some sort of mission outreach and this was one 
of those amazing years!  This means that instead of planning just one mission trip, 
we were planning many trips including a local outreach.  A venture of this sort takes 
a lot of time, hard work, and money to get everything coordinated, but we were up 
for the challenge!  
     When we initially started our plans for this, it was at the end of the 2021 school 
year whilst we were still in the middle of the pandemic.  It was a step of faith, but 
remarkably everyone recognized the importance and was on board with moving 
forward.  By God’s grace, and with the help of generous donors and courageous 
students and staff, we were able to have mission trips in six different locations: Kenya, 
Dominican Republic, Alaska, Mexico, Florida Keys, and locally here in Asheville, North 
Carolina.  Our kids worked hard on various projects from construction, painting, 
preaching, VBS programs, medical assistance, cleaning, yard work, etc.  We met and 
were able to interact with so many wonderful people and experience a variety of 
interesting and diverse cultures.  Every student and staff member came back to 
campus with rich memories and life changing stories that they can now share with 
others.  It has been wonderful to see the positive impact this has had on everyone 
involved.  Serving others and sharing the gospel news is what Jesus has called all of 
us to do and I believe that this is one of the most important aspects of education 
that any of our students can receive at MPA.  I know all of the people that we had the 
privilege to serve in each and every location were blessed by what we were able to 
do for them and that they were grateful to us, but I believe that we were the ones 
who received the greater blessing.



MAKING A CHOICE TO SERVE
Asheville Mission Trip

By Allison Grundy, '22

I’m Allison Grundy and I am a senior at 
Mount Pisgah Academy. This year, we had 
a school-wide mission trip. I felt honored 
to go on the local Asheville Mission Trip. 
We spent five days doing community 
service and various jobs in our local 
community. By staying in the dorm and 
eating in the cafe, we were able to save 
money. This also gave us a sense of feeling 
at home to be ready for important work 
during the day. 
     Our mission group did various activities 
throughout our time. The first day we 
helped out local church members. My 
group went to a lovely lady's house and 
helped her with chores in her yard and 
home. That night we had some fun on a 
paint-ball outing. 

     On the second day, we went to the 
Black Mountain Children’s Home and 
did various things to help out with the 
maintenance department there. On the 
third day we went in groups to the local 
ABCCM ministry centers in and around the 
Asheville area. This ministry helps people 
to get the resources that they need such 
as food, clothing, and support. The fourth 
day of our mission trip was a Sabbath, 
and to our surprise, it was snowing. So 
we went to the Mount Pisgah Academy 
(MPA) Church for a service and in the 
evening we went to the Magnant’s home 
for a house party, which was a fun time 
of fellowship, pizza, and board games. 
The very last day of the mission trip we 
washed windows at the MPA Church and 
then went to the SonRise kitchen and 
painted their bathrooms. It was a short 
trip but we got a lot done and helped a 
lot of people in five days. 

    My favorite day of the mission trip 
was day two, when we went to the Black 
Mountain Children's Home. Many of 
us expected that we were going to be 
interacting with the children and that 
was not the case. We worked outside 
the whole day and it was a very cold day. 
Then they took us to the camp associated 
with the children’s home. There were lots 
of cabins with no skirting so there wasn’t 
very good insulation for the bottom of 
the cabin. Our job was to rake out all of 
the leaves from under the cabin. The 
cabins were about 2 and a half feet from 
the ground so it wasn’t too hard to get 
under the cabin. At first people seemed 
hesitant to go under but I was freezing so 
I actually wanted to go under.

The last thing we did was split 
up and half of us went to pull 
weeds while the other half of us 
went to a farm and picked up 
after the animals – which can be 
a bit gross at times – but also fun 
and a good bonding experience.  
I personally helped clean out 
the chicken coop. We put in 
new wood chips and there were  
around 20 eggs that we found in 
the nests. I was with Becky and 
she was like a chicken whisperer 
– all the chickens loved her. This 

day was not what I had expected. But it 
was a good reminder that, when it comes 
to serving God, we have to stay flexible. 
There are blessings, if we are willing to 
serve God and others in whatever way the 
people around us need us to do. 
     When I tell people that I went on the 
Asheville trip they are usually like “oh 
well that’s good, that’s important… 
mission work starts locally.” And while 
these people meant well, I couldn’t help 
but find that to be a bit discouraging, 
especially seeing everyone getting out 
of their comfort zone and being strong 
and serving God around the world on the 
other mission trips. In comparison, I felt 
a bit too comfortable. But those people 
are right: serving Jesus is a choice that 
we make every day and perhaps every 
moment and that means being flexible 
and being willing to do the work that 
is presented to us, even if it may not be 
what we expected.

My family and I have always had such 
a close relationship. So traveling all the 
way across the country without them 
was a new experience. That Thursday 
morning, I was very sad, but I consoled 
myself by picturing how glad I would 
be to return home after the trip was
complete. When we arrived in Alaska, 
we were greeted warmly by all of the 
church members. They always flashed 
us a beautiful smile whenever we saw 
them. 

   The VBS kids were like the elders 
too. Even though we were complete 
strangers, they included us in all their 
games and conversations. We each 
developed a close bond with them 
because of how kind they were. 
     Not only were the people in Alaska 
lovely, but so was the environment. I 
remember going to watch the sunset 
at a lake despite the fact that it was 
around zero degrees. Whenever I took 
my hands out of my gloves to take 
pictures, my hands would turn red and 
my fingertips would start stinging. 
   I became so familiarized with the 
location and the people, during our 
one and a half weeks there, that I 
didn't want to return when it was time 
to leave. In the beginning I thought 
that I would be so eager to leave, and 
now I was extremely sad. I believe God 
showed Himself through the people 
and nature in such a way that He had 
such a profound impression on me. I'll
cherish all the memories I have from 
the trip forever.

CHERISHED 
MEMORIES

Alaska Mission Trip

By Evelyn Aguilar, '24



EXHAUSTING, BUT WORTH IT ALL
ShareHim Dominican Republic Mission Trip

By Jailyn Pineda, '22

For my mission trip, I went to the 
Dominican Republic. It was cool. Thank 
God the airport was in Asheville because 
we didn’t have to travel far to get there. 
It felt like we waited a little less than an 
hour and got on the plane. The flight 
was short and we stopped in Atlanta for 
a short layover. I thought about leaving 
during our layover and going to my 
house, because I was nervous. The next 
ride was absolutely devastating. I got a 
terrible headache, but I dealt with it. We 
had a seven hour layover in New York, 
so I practiced my sermon and got pizza 
with two friends. We finally landed in 
Santiago, Dominican Republic (D.R.). 
The next day, we 
rode three hours 
to Monte Cristi. It 
was a decent ride; 
however, I get 
motion sickness, 
so again had a 
headache.
     The first night 
we got there, 
we stayed in this 
apartment based 
hotel. The room 
had three full beds 
and one small bed. 
I slept on one of 
the full beds with 
Marcelle. It was 
pretty fun at first, but because we got 
there so late all I wanted to do was sleep. 
The girls were very tired. However, our 
lovely neighbors, the boys, were so loud. 
It was frustrating. The next hotel was in 
Monte Criste. That hotel was very nice. 
I had one of the biggest rooms, and the 

bathroom was so beautiful. 
  The food was something I didn’t 
really expect. I knew it was going to be 
vegetarian, yet I longed for chicken. Some 
days I didn’t want to eat the food because 
I was getting a little tired of it. I liked their 
rice and beans. I tried mangoes for the 
first time in eleven years, which for me is a 
miracle that I even tried it. It was actually 
pretty good, I don’t know what I was 
expecting. And the drinks were so good, I 
loved their Kola. The food experience was 
really good.
     The people in my church were 
welcoming to every single person. I loved 
how many people were interested in our 

purpose for being there. At my church 
the kids would wait outside for me and 
when I would arrive they would give me 
a big hug and walk me down to the seat I 
would sit in. The kids alone would fill three 
pews. They would sit in the front and just 
listen attentively as I spoke. They would 
always bring me cold water bottles. One 
elder from my church was just absolutely 
amazing. He would always hug me, would 
tell me that I was God-sent, would call me 
his grandchild, and just give me the nicest 
compliments. I loved his energy. One day 
he brought me some beautiful flowers 
and it literally made my whole week there. 
   Besides preaching and helping build 
things, we had opportunities to go out 
and have fun. My favorite day was the day 
we went to the cable cars. I was feeling 
nervous because I’m scared of heights. 
However, the people that rode the cable 

car with me were so funny. They made me 
laugh to keep my mind off the heights we 

were in. I admit the 
view was absolutely 
gorgeous. And when 
we were waiting to 
leave that place the 
wind was absolutely 
amazing. It made me 
feel nice and safe, in a 
way.
    I admit this was one 
of the hardest missions 
trips I have ever been 
on. I had stomach 
issues, preaching in 
Spanish was difficult, 
etc. However, there 
is always a blessing 
through hard times. 

For instance, 11 people got baptized, 
and 110 people are anticipating being 
baptized. I made new friends who to this 
day, I keep in touch with. I made amends 
with someone who I had trouble with 
since the beginning of the school year. 
I was just glad that, even though it was 



LET GOD GUIDE YOUR JOURNEY
Key West Mission Trip

By Jonathan Lopez, '22

I have had lots of experiences with mission 
trips while I have been at Mount Pisgah 
Academy. I have been fortunate enough 
to have been a part of every mission trip 
that the school has done in my four years 
here. I have always been touched by my 
experiences. Last time I was on a trip, it 
was cut short due to the pandemic and 
the group had to rush home and we did 
not get to experience everything that 
we had planned. While a let down, I was 
happy to have the opportunity to be 
there. With the sort of experience I had I
was cautious to leave the country again, 
which led me to the Florida mission trip.
     I am actually not the one who chose 
to go on the Florida trip. My friends were 
hoping to go on a less crowded mission 
trip, and they convinced me. I was happy 
to go to Florida. Being honest, I was 
expecting to relax and to not do anything. 
In my head it did not seem like they need 
ed us. I was going to be with my friends, 
not have to leave the country, and still be 
able to go home and enjoy my break. As 
you can tell I was not prepared to go and 
serve the community. I'm happy to say 
that this changed drastically.
      When we arrived in Seacamp, (where we 
were working for the first day and where 
we’d be staying), it was hot and we only 
had one room for seven guys, with one 
fan. The first day was painting the mess 
hall at the camp. It was not a big room but 
it took the group a good amount of time 
to finish. That day my back was hurting 

and my head too, due to the smell of the 
paint. Overall the first day was fun and the 
second day was more of the same.
  The Key West church was where 
everything seemed to change. While on 
the way to the church we got lost and 
ended up arriving late. Yet when we got 
there everything stopped. They all came 
out to welcome us and make sure we 
were comfortable. What I did not realize 
was that there was only one person at 
that church under the age of thirty, and 
that was a newborn. The church made us 
feel welcome and like we were part of the 
church or even family. This was actually 
the first time that it hit me why we were 
there – there were not any young people.
   The next day we were tasked with 
painting the sanctuary of the Key West 
Church and then work on destroying 
concrete and removing logs at the 
Marathon Church. This is where I feel like 
I was closest to the other people who 
weren't my friends on the mission trip. 
It was hard work for everyone under the 
hot sun, but we had good attitudes and 
stayed cheerful. This led to us finishing 
early and being able to have a fun day at 
the beach the next day. This is when I felt
like the group really bonded and where 
we have some of our most memorable 
moments of the trip.
     While it was not halfway across the 
world or in a deeply "in need" area, I still 
felt as though God had been the One to 
call me there. While at first I didn't think 
we'd have any impact, looking back I can 
clearly see we did. I still miss some of the 
church members who were kind to me 
and the rest of the group. Surprisingly, 
I miss the feeling of waking up in a hot 
room ready to sweat and work. And most 
of all I wish to replicate that experience 
in my life here at home. This mission trip 
has really taught me that it's not where 
you go or what you do, so long as it's God 
guiding your journey.

Note: The photos from the Key West Mission 
Trip are still being processed. We hope to 
have them posted on our Facebook page 
very soon!

The mission trip to Mexico has 
impacted me a lot. I felt a connection 
to the kids in that area. I learned to be 
more grateful for what I have.  Most 
kids there at the orphanage did not 
have anything. Money is a big issue 
there and some kids are sent to the 
orphanage because parents cannot 

afford to take care of them. At the 
migration camp, I noticed none of 
the kids had good shoes or proper 
hygiene. It was a sad sight to see but 
the kids and adults were so happy 
to see us. They were cheering and all 
looked so happy when we arrived. I felt 
good in a  way I have never felt before. 
My parents would be proud of me for 
what I did in Mexico and I know God is 
proud of me. I felt like He was showing 
Himself through me and all the 
kindness it can bring, if you believe in 
God. I wish to do another mission trip, 
to help out other people and change 
lives, pretty soon. 

CONNECTING TO 
THE CHILDREN

Mexico Mission Trip

By Manuel Osorio, '24



AMAZING MIRACLES & UNFORGETTABLE FRIENDS
Africa Medical Mission Trip

By Kevin Rada Yumani Tello, '22

This spring I participated in a mission trip 
that went to Africa. It was my first time 
going to Africa so I was very excited and 
eager to see new places and new people.
   The reason why I chose this trip was that 
it would be a unique opportunity to meet 
people and see a different culture.  Also 
other people told me about Africa and 
the need they have for help. At no time 
in my life did I think of traveling there and 
the mission trip was a great opportunity. 
On the trip we would be working in 
construction and in health areas. There 
were also many children and animals 
which, for me, sounded like a perfect trip, 
and it was.
   I feel like several miracles happened 
on our trip.  The first one happened just 
before our trip.  Mrs. Ashlock received a 
positive Covid test the day before we were 
leaving.  It appeared that she wouldn’t 
be able to go on 
the trip.  However, 
the following 
day (the morning 
of our trip), she 
decided to get 
retested.  Everyone 
was praying that 
her test would be 
negative.  And it 
was!  So she was 
able to go with us 
on the trip.  Several 
group members also had problems with 
the airline because of misspellings of 
their names.  It took hours of talking to 
agents at the airports in Asheville, Paris 
and Nairobi but everyone was able to 
make all of the flights on time.  Also, all 
of our luggage made it safely to Africa 

and back home.  That is a miracle in and 
of itself with such a big group!  Finally, 
several of the girls in our group were able 
to be present at the birth of two African 
babies.  Both babies were born healthy 
and without any complications.  The 
clinic is very small and doesn’t have all of 
the equipment that a big hospital would 
have.  So if there were an emergency, I’m 
not sure if the babies would have lived.  
So to me, their birth and health were 
miracles.  
     The trip to Africa was long.  I got a 
little bored on part of the trip and while 
waiting for our connecting flights.  But 
once we arrived in Africa, that changed.  
We traveled almost eight hours to the 
camp where we stayed.  We stayed in 
very nice tents.  I shared my tent with 
Isaac Estrada.  There were wild giraffes 
and zebras all over the campus. At night, 

you could hear different animals walking 
around outside your tent.  The food at 
the camp was delicious!  I liked all of it, 
except for the meals that were cooked 
with cilantro.  I was very happy with our 
accommodations.
    I mainly worked in construction on the 
trip.  We were building the foundation of 
the new women’s clinic.  The work day 
started around 8:30 in the morning and 
ended around 4:00 in the afternoon.  The 
days were hot and we worked hard.  We 
bent rebar, mixed cement, dug trenches, 
and moved and placed rocks. Many local 
children also came to help us work.  I 
enjoyed talking to them.  I made many 
new friends.  On the last work day, I 
worked in the dental clinic as an assistant.  
I enjoyed that too, even though it was 
different from construction.  
     I met three people in particular who 

became good friends and impacted me.  
The first one was Jeremy.  He is 9 years 
old.  He is the son of one of the drivers for 
the camp where we stayed.  We spent a 
lot of time together.  I taught him some 
words in Spanish and he taught me some 
in Swahili.  The next person was Lucas.  He 

was one of the kids 
that helped us work.  
He was 14 years old.  
He had a pretty smile 
with very white teeth.  
We worked together a 
lot.  The third person 
was David.  He was 
older than me. He was 
23.  He let me drive 
his motorcycle, which 
was very fun.  I gave 
him my hat before we 

left.  These are three friendships that I will 
never forget.
     Africa definitely changed my life.  I met 
so many new people, tried new foods, 
learned about different cultures and ideas 
and saw many wild and beautiful animals.  
I have decided that I will go back to Africa 
when I finish college.  I want to help more 
people there and learn more about their 
countries and cultures.  It was a great trip!



SOMETHING I WILL NEVER FORGET
Alaska Mission Trip

By Penelope Whitten, '24

Though very cold, I do not regret going on this Mission trip 
whatsoever. It was such a valuable and meaningful experience 
for me. The people were so kind and generous, it almost felt as if 
they were doing Mission work for us as well. Being surrounded 
by these beautiful people and the stunning landscape is 
something I will treasure forever.
    The kids we taught during our VBS program became so much 
more special to me than I could have imagined. Leaving was a 
very hard thing for all of us. Not only did I feel very connected to 
the people there, while in Alaska, but I also felt very close to God 
as well. Looking around at the unending snow and the beautiful 
mountains just reminded me of God's creativity and power. 
Needless to say, this Mission trip is something I will never forget.

SHARING GOD'S BLESSINGS WITH OTHERS
Mexico Mission Trip

By Lucy Hall, Director of Development and Alumni Relations

As with most mission trips we headed out on an adventure to 
help an orphanage and returned more blessed than we could 
have ever imagined. Mount of Olives Orphanage is nestled in 
the mountains in Baja Mexico.  It has breathtaking views but 
don’t let the beauty of the area fool you – there are so many 
people struggling to survive in this rugged climate.  
     Darrell and Maureen Graham started this organization about 
21 years ago. Through the grace of God, many volunteers, 
and donations, the campus is doing God’s work.  We provided 
Vacation Bible School for the orphanage and some town 
children. We helped with the start of a new block building, dug 
trenches for water lines, painted inside one of the homes where 
the children live, repaired outdoor play equipment, and pulled 
a lot of weeds. 
     Mount of Olives doesn’t only support their campus, they reach 
those in need throughout their community.  We purchased the 
basic groceries for about 35 families and delivered supplies to 
a migrant worker camp.  These third-world country conditions 
didn’t seem to keep the smiles from the faces of the little ones as 
our students played a soccer game with them.  We handed out 
food and clothing to the moms. Before we left we gave all the 
children hand puppets made by staff members  Nancy and Louie 

Parra.   It was a joy-filled but humbling experience as we headed 
home.  That night at worship we all decided to leave many of 
our shoes, clothes, and supplies for this camp.  God has blessed 
us with so much, we are fortunate. Luke 12:48 "For everyone to 
whom much is given, from Him much will be required...”

    
CALENDAR
May 14   Friendship Commitment
May 15-18  Final Exams
May 20-22  Graduation Weekend
May 22   Graduation Commencement
May 31   Re-enrollment Discount Deadline
August 10  New Student Registration
August 11-14   New Student Orientation

APPLICATIONS ARE OPEN
Are you interested in joining the service oriented atmosphere 
at Mount Pisgah Academy? Applications are open and classes 
are filling up quickly. Submit your application today to secure 
your spot. Visit www.pisgah.us/new-students to apply today. 
If you have any questions during the application process or 
would like to schedule a tour, please contact our Director of 
Recruitment, Abby Ackerman, at abby.king@pisgah.us or give 
her a call at 704.575.7252


